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Research Questions

Despite the inevitable need to empower children against online

threats, the space of what children know about security and privacy

is insufficiently explored. This is of interest not only to security

researchers, but also to educators. As a first step in exploring the

space of children's knowledge about security and privacy, we set

out to collect security and privacy advice of children in grades 5 & 6,

as well as from their parents and teachers.

RQ1: What advice for secure online behavior on the Internet do

children in grades 5 and 6 give?

RQ2: What advice for secure online behavior on the Internet do their

teachers and parents give to children in grades 5 and 6?

RQ3: What are the sources of this advice?

Pending final analysis of the data, we collected 200-300 viable

questionnaires from students and 100-200 associated questionnaires

from parents. Additionally, we collected 20-30 questionnaires from

teachers.

The collected data will help us gain insights into the ideas of

advisable behavior children (RQ1) and their support network (RQ2)

have. We also plan to verify the hypothesized influence of the

support network (RQ3).

I found audio recordings of my voice on my 

cell phone. But I am sure that I haven’t 

recorded them.

1) Situation Creation: Example situations are 

generated from two different taxonomies1,2 to 

ensure diverse threats.

2) Online Survey: Experts provide advice for 

each situation that we incorporate into the 

classroom session.

3) Classroom Session: We survey the 

teachers and students in class, then follow up 

with a session to discuss the topic.

4) Parent Questionnaires: Schools distribute 

the parent questionnaires with the consent 

forms beforehand. Parents fill them in at home.

Questionnaire

Dataset of Security Advice
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